Newspaper I

Prerequisites:
Completion of Journalism with a B or better and instructor’s permission.  Application and previous English grade standards may be required.


Newspaper I is for highly motivated students who wish to continues learning and practicing journalistic writing.  Students will write stories using and improving skills learned in Journalism.  Grammar, usage, proofreading, and editing skills will be emphasized.  Assignments will be prepared in AP Style Book format for publication.  The ability to work responsibly and individually to meet deadlines is essential and expected.  Students will write in different news styles such as news, feature, sports and editorial writing.  Satisfies one semester English credit.
Newspaper II

Prerequisites:  Journalism and/or Newspaper I with a grade of B or better and instructor’s permission.


Newspaper II is an advanced journalism course designed to produce and manage a school newspaper.  Students will continue to improve writing and editing skills as they study graphics, layout, and desktop publishing.  Computer skills will be emphasized.  Students will practice a variety of journalism skills in this real-world setting such as advertising sales, layout and design, photography composition, managerial and editorial skills, investigative reporting and legal ethics and responsibilities.  Expectations include individual responsibility, the ability to meet strict deadlines, and teamwork.  Satisfies one semester English elective credit.  May be taken six times for elective credit.

What will we study?

During the semester we will explore different forms of writing.  We will become comfortable sharing our work in small groups in order to enhance our skills and create the images, feelings and meanings we are seeking in our writing.  Students will be expected to present publishable work as assigned to the editor on a monthly basis.  Other tasks may be assigned as needs arise.  Students are expected to work as a team in an ethical, responsible and creative atmosphere.  We will be publishing the Pegasus and earning funds to support that publication.  Students may be assigned leadership roles in editing, photography, layout, advertising, distribution and training.  Students will represent the Pegasus staff responsibly and maturely.  Passes are a privilege to be accepted with responsibility.

Grading Policy
Quarter and semester grades are determined on a ten percent scale for grades A, B, and C:


90 - 100%
=
A


80 -   89%
=
B


70 -   79%
=
C


68 -   69%
=
D


67  and below
= 
F

Grades are given per issue in the following areas:

Deadlines
30%

Quality

20%

Team work
15%

Use of Time
15%

Advertising 
20%

Policies for ALL classes with Ms. Wehmhoff
Bring to class each day

Pens (Blue or black for assignments, another color for editing)


Pencils


Paper (White, lined, smooth edges)


Your notebook of class assignments and handouts


Your assigned book or books


Optional:  A computer disk to back up any computer work from class

Note:
If you are working on an assignment at home, print a rough draft for use in class.
Class Policies

Class begins when the tardy bell rings.


Bring your materials to class.


All assignments are to be in dark blue or black ink or typed.  



School attendance policies apply at all times.


Remove your hat when you enter the room.


Only closed water bottles will be allowed in class for consumption.  

Additional  policies for Newspaper students:



Newspaper assignments must be typed in the correct staff format.



Pegasus staff must remove their hat when representing the paper during 



formal
interviews or other events.



The editors are in charge of the production of the paper.  Respect is to given 




to their position.

Late work

Late work is not accepted.  Circumstances may be considered at the teacher’s discretion with timely notice from the student.


Newspaper Students:  Deadlines are important in journalism.  Missing a deadline interferes with staff progress.  It may be necessary for a student to pass a story assignment back to the assignment editor in cases of illness.  If you are covering a story and meet unavoidable odds, you are responsible for notifying the editor.

Make-up work

Make-up work is due in accordance with  the Anchorage School District policy as described in your student handbook.   It is your responsibility to find out what you missed.


Newspaper students:  This will not pertain to story assignments that may not make the deadline.  You may be required to write another story to make up for the missed story.  Regular class work other than stories assigned for publication may be made up.
Extra Credit

Extra credit is not available on an individual basis.  Some extra credit may be offered to the entire class at the teacher’s discretion.

For Extra Help
Conference

Third Hour

Lunch


Sixth Hour

After school

2:10 – 3:30 (appointments encouraged)

email


Wehmhoff_Gretchen@msmail.asd.k12.ak.us

website


MyASD ( a link off the ASD Website)

