
                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
   
             
             
             
              
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

From the President’s desk…. 
  
  Proposed Reading Requirement 
       Submitted by Nancy Allen 

 The Alaska Department of Education & Early Development has proposed a 
regulation that would require, as of September 15, 2009, successful completion of an Alaska 
Reading course or a passing score on its assessments by teachers who are moving from an 
initial certificate to a professional certificate or those who are renewing a professional 
certificate.  At Tuesday (Sept. 18) night’s meeting the Fairbanks North Star Borough School 
District Board of Education voted on a resolution in opposition to the new requirement for 
certification.  The school board had seven sound reasons for opposition to this proposed 
regulation. 

• This requirement would pertain to all teachers regardless of content area, grade 
level or previously proven expertise. 

• Many teachers have already received reading training in their university courses. 
• Even teachers in a school with a 100% proficiency rating in reading would be 

required to take this course. 
• Logistics of administering the test would be a commitment of time and resources 

best spent in other places. 
• Test scores in reading are the least problematic in our district. 
• Staff development in our district already addresses reading strategies. 
• The FNSBSD is very concerned about recruiting and retaining teachers and this 

new requirement would be a deterrent to this mission. 

The State Board of Education & Early Development has opened an extensive period of 
public comment--until 4 p.m. November 9, 2007--on the proposal, which is scheduled to be 
considered at the State Board of Education meeting on December 7, 2007.  

Please provide your testimony against this regulation.  Go to the following website:  

• www.eed.state.ak.us 
• Click on Alaska Reading  
• Click on Comment on a Regulation 
• Express your concern against regulation 4ACC 12.305(b) 

 
The only way public school educators can prevent this major change from happening is to 
stand up and be heard. Always remember the only rights that you are able to preserve are the 
ones that you are willing to fight for.  
 
Your Board of Directors will consider a resolution pertaining to this proposed 
regulation at the Oct. 2 meeting. 
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