ello CELMAIL.

I know... I am a little late getting this newsletter in the mail to you

again.  I was watching the Golden Globe Awards and just forgot about

everything else.  I hope you aren¹t receiving this too late.

In any case, this week is filled with postings and replies from many of our

members.  Please keep up the good work and I look forward to all of our

expected growth down the road.

Have a good week.

Steven Grossfeld - Moderator

*********************************

THE FOLLOWING ARE NEW

POSTINGS BY CELMAIL MEMBERS:

*********************************

*********************************

 Hi there.

  I recently purchased a cel from what I believe is  from "A Charlie Brown

Xmas." The cel is a full figure of Lucy approx.  3 " in height and the

background is a blue sheet of paper. After opening the old wooden frame it

came in, I  found no markings anywhere on the cel or bg. It appears that

the cel is slightly  trimmed. I have compared it to the exact scene from

which it came and it matches  up perfectly. It certainly seems to me that

it is authentic  although the vendor, who stated to know very little about

cels in general, could  not be specific. She said that she purchased it

from an antique dealer in her  town and she sounds quite sincere. She was

selling other antique items, none of which  were animation cels. My

question is, is it possible that this cel might  have belonged to someone

associated with the studio? Is it unusual for there to  be no numbers or

markings on the cel, although I realize that numbers are  usually placed on

the bg. Are you familiar with any cels associated with this  cartoon?  

Thanks for any help you can offer me.

Sincerely, David Roberts   jordust@total.net

====================

 Does anyone have any Muhammad Ali cartoon cels, also any other athlete or

celebrity cels.  What would a signed Michael Jordan cel sell for from his

Prostars cartoon?

YTyu@aol.com

================

Just a quick note to let all my Celmates know that I'm always on the lookout

for Simpsons couch gags and Grinch opcs for my collection, so if you're

interested in selling any please contact me.  Also, has anyone seen the cel

from the Simpsons episode with Krusty the Clown wearing a sign that says

"Will drop pants for food?"  I'm DYING to add that one to my

collection...Thanks.  Bill Heeter  BHeeter2@aol.com

=================

Hello Celmail.

I am happy to announce many quality Anime cels and backgrounds now

available to bid on through our eBay auctions.  Over 30 different Anime

items with minimum bids starting as low as $2.99.  We are doing our spring

cleaning of excess artwork early this year to make room for new arrivals.

Please check our eBay auctions at:

http://cgi6.ebay.com/aw-cgi/eBayISAPI.dll?ViewListedItems&userid=gallery@thegrem

lin.com&include=0&since=-1&sort=2&rows=25

Thank You.

Debbi Grossfeld

Gremlin Animation

646 Richville Road

PO Box 1787

Manchester Center, Vermont  USA  05255-1787

Phone Toll Free - (877) GREMLIN in the US and Canada

Phone - (802) 362-4766  International

Fax - (802) 362-4745

e-mail - gallery@thegremlin.com

WWW - http://www.thegremlin.com

===============

Does anyone know or understand the current status of Disney's various art

programs?  I've heard all sorts of rumors about them discontinuing some of

their efforts--the television art program being disbanded, the limited

edition program being managed by an outside resource, the vintage program

being put on hiatus until they decide what to do with it, the collectibles

program already being assigned to a third party etc. etc.  The only thing I

know for sure is that they are considering outside distributors for the

vintage program, and even that seems to be in a state of flux.  Does anyone

have the "definitive" word on what's going on?  Frankly, I was extremely

disappointed to hear about the vintage art program and find it amazing that

they would even consider ending it.  Thanks in advance for any

insight....Bill Heeter

*********************************

THE FOLLOWING ARE REPLIES

TO PREVIOUS POSTINGS

BY CELMAIL MEMBERS:

*********************************

*********************************

 To the person about the $5 price of making a  sericel, this does not take

into account what the studio has to pay the artists  who drew the original

design and characters and the one who makes the individual  LEs, what the

framing costs, what the trademarked characters cost, the COA, the  shipping

and marketing costs, and any royalties, probably other stuff I  forgot.  I

don't mind, as long as I like what I am getting, the prices have  yet to

get too steep.  Heck, do you realize a paperback book  costs five cents to

make?  But then you have to pay the author, the  distributor, etc. 

Manufacturing is not always the most expensive part of a  product,

especially when dealing with the esoteric.

James Rutledge, MFS

====================

This is a quick response to Stephen Mendenhall's inquiry two weeks ago

regarding the meaning of the terms "maroon" and "nimrod" that are frequently

used by Bugs Bunny to describe his assailants.  The term "maroon" is a spoof

of the word "moron"; the joke of course being that Bugs ends up being the

moron by mispronouncing it "maroon".  I've heard two usages of the term

"nimrod"; the first being a synonym for the word "hunter," which may or may

not apply depending upon Bugs' situation (for example, if Bugs is addressing

Elmer); the second is synonymous with a "nerd," also known as a "brainiac" or

"Poindexter".  Frankly, I think Chuck or the writer (Michael Maltese?)

probably just used it because it's a funny-sounding word.  Of course, I could

be wrong, which I guess would make me an "ultra-maroon"....

Bill Heeter

===============

RE: LOSING THE PASSION FOR COLLECTING

I began collecting in 1994 enjoying a connection to childhood. Then one

week in CELMAIL a posting noted sericels were actually made for around

$5 and limited editions were made for a few dollars more. And from that

point on the prices a collector was asked to pay for them seemed to be

out of line. If I remember correctly, no one commented on this then. I

wonder if

anyone will now.

Dan Hogan mrentertainment@webtv.net

-----

Amazing how much people are willing to pay to relive a memory. Now the real

question is how does a studio determine the price of an animation. If it

cost $5 to make why are we paying 100 or more.

Richard

raynault@home.com

===============

> Hello! I need help in identifying a Bugs Bunny episode. There was this

> scene where Bugs Bunny quickly donned on a king's costume and used a

> scepter to whack Elmer Fudd's head repeatedly until the scepter broke in

> half. Does anyone know the title of this particular episode?

> Please send your reply to CELMAIL. Thanks! :) --PJ

I'm not sure this is the information you're looking for, but I found an

image of Bugs wearing a King's costume and holding a scepter in the book

"That's all Folks!" (by Steve Schneider) on page 16. It's from "Rabbit

Hood", a Merrie Melodie film made in 1949 and directed by Chuck Jones. That

might be the episode you're looking for. No image of him whacking Elmer

Fudd's head though, unfortunately.

Hope this helps.

Hans Walther

hwalther@xs4all.nl

================

>"I was really into collecting back in 1993.   Since

then, I chose not

>purchase any more artwork or even keep up with the

hobby.  I still

enjoy it,

>but have "lost" the passion.  I was curious about

others who have had

>similar experiences."

I too, have limited my in animation art collecting.  I

don't think I have become less interested, maybe less

enthusiastic, and certainly much, much more picky

about how I spend my money.

Some background about my collection.  I have started

collecting animation art while walking into the WB

gallery one day.  It just blew my mind that I can own

an original cel.  I put a cel on layaway (yes, that's

how long ago that was).  It was a cel of Batman and

Two-Face.  For a person making $200 a week, and going

to school at nights, this was a major purchase.

I continued buying Batman cels, but I always had an

interest in Superman, ever since I was a kid.  When WB

started making Superman, I decided that that is what I

will collect.

My only problem Ö a limited budget.

I soon enough stopped collecting Batman, and

concentrated on Superman.  My collection has

progressed, and I moved into another area of

collecting .. original comic art.

Again, do to budget I have minimized my acquisitions

to include only the following: Superman cels that take

my breath away, or with another character which made a

guest appearance, original covers to the Superman

comic books, and statues.

If I do get a limited edition, it is usually by trade

(some with folks I met on this forum), or that I get

such a great bargain that I can't pass it up.

For example, the new limited edition of the JLA by

Bruce Timm that comes out this month was a "must

have". But it is the only limited edition I bought (at

full retail price anyway) in years, and part of the

consideration was that it will enhance the rest of my

collection.

Actually, the "enhance my collection" part comes into

play with almost every cel I buy, I have been

collection only Superman art for years, and, if I may

say so myself, have a great collection.  Now, not only

a "do I want it" question comes up, but also "how will

it look next to my other pieces" is a major part of my

decision.

Zohar.

Web Site: http://www.kalel.com

Art Collection: http;//www.kalel.com/superart

===================

In 1985 Ron Stark of S/R Labs asked Disney for permission to acquire the

>Courvoisier name. They agreed and S/R Labs tried to reestablish Courvoisier

>Galleries. - Hans Walther

That's just sales pitch. They didn't "reestablish" Courvoisier

Galleries, they just use the same name. (I can call myself

Michelangelo, but that doesn't mean I can paint the Sistine

Chapel!) Courvoisier Galleries never belonged to Disney. It

was an independent gallery that existed before it started

selling Disney cels. The Disney Company couldn't very well

give permission to use a name that never belonged to it in

the first place.

See ya,

Steve Worth                            Vintage Ink & Paint

Animation Art Restoration, Authentication, Appraisal & Sales

sworth@vintageip.com                http://www.vintageip.com

===========

RE: "Hi,  I've enjoyed Chuck Jones' work just like everybody  else has.  I

wondered if I was going to find his email address, but maybe  you can

answer this one. In one of the Bugs Bunny cartoons, and I don't  remember

which one, he's making fun of some big galoot, and saying, "What a  nimrod!

What a maroon!" And I wondered why he uses those two terms.   Nimrod was a

warrior in the Bible; maroon is either a color or means to be  stranded. So

what's the origin of using those terms for  derision?

Thanks, Sincerely, Stephen Mendenhall"

--

Stephen,

I don't know about Nimrod, but I suspect that "maroon" means "moron".

Ben Burford -   dynatype@mindspring.com

Reply:  Ben is correct about 'maroon'.  Chuck Jones has said that they

exaggerated Bugs Bunny's use of certain words to imitate those used by the

'upper-classes' of which 'maroon' for 'moron' is a prime example. The Jones

film "Bully for Bugs" has a great segment in it where Bugs Bunny belittles

the bull by calling him a "nin-cow-poop", "gulli-bull" and a "maroon".

Great puns, funny words and lots of style.

 Not only was Nimrod (the son of Cush) a great warrior, he was also a great

hunter. Webster's Unabridged Dictionary's 2nd definition of Nimrod is: a

hunter, a keen sportsman.  Its use by Bugs Bunny is purely sarcastic.  (I

don't know about you, but calling someone a 'Nimrod' sounds funny to me

whether you know the meaning or not, but I may just be easy to please.)

RE: Many have commented that the Jones limited

editions look "Grinchie". When you look at it you are not seeing Bugs

Bunny your looking at a picture of Bugs Bunny.

Reply: For the last 23 years Chuck Jones has been noted as the only

animator/director/creator whose limited edition cels are actually taken from

his original line drawings.  It has only been recently that LJE and Chuck

Jones have begun to utilize film frames to create the line used in the Chuck

Jones limited editions.  To quote Chuck Jones “ A small child once said to

me: "You don’t draw Bugs Bunny, you draw pictures of Bugs Bunny.’ That’s a

very profound observation because it means that he thinks the characters are

alive, which, as far as I am concerned, is true...Animation isn¹ the

illusion of life; it is life.”  Don't you agree that that 'hands-on' aspect

enhances the collectibility of Jones' work?  It's true that the characters

sometimes vary from the accepted 'model' but what artist do you know whose

style hasn't evolved as they've aged?     Frankly, I'm glad it has.  Jones

is one of the great draftsman of the twentieth century and the animated film

industry.  To watch him draw is a truly sublime experience.

Robert Patrick

===============

This is a pretty mundane observation.  You can say this about

anything that's "collectible."   It includes antiques, art, collectibles.

It depends on what the market  will tolerate.

--

> There is no inherent value in cels at all - they are worth only what

> the

> collector is willing to pay. As such, resellers may do with a cel as

> they

> please, with no regard to so-called 'acceptable market value' or whatnot

> and may attempt a profit regardless of potential 'consequence.'

> Collectors

> are resellers, and need not worry that a single high-bidding person can

> potentially ruin a market for a type of animation art, if there is such

> a

> thing

> as 'market.'  It is unnecessarily and illogically self-serving for

> collectors to

> think that they can keep prices down by [re]selling their pieces at or

> even

> below the market value. It is your animation art, you can do whatever

> you

> want with it - resell at twice what you bought it, half the market rate,

> whatever. These are not 'Monets'."

>

N E L L A   C I T I N O

============

> Is this blurb true? (or "smart?")

> "There is no inherent value in cels at all - they are worth only what the

> collector is willing to pay. As such, resellers may do with a cel as they

> please, with no regard to so-called 'acceptable market value' or whatnot

> and may attempt a profit regardless of potential 'consequence.'

> Thia

Of course this is true, and a cel is worth what the collector is willing to

pay for it. But looking at auction results and looking through gallery

catalogs or prices on their websites can give someone a pretty good idea of

what similar cels go for.

So, even though a reseller may do with a cel as they please, there is a

certain 'market value' which might be handy to know. It would be ridiculous

to sell a vintage Courvoisier setup from "Pinocchio" for $25, as it would be

ridiculous to sell a cel with a poor image from a recent commercial for

$1,000.

If a reseller makes a huge profit selling artwork to an inexperienced

collector, it's just the seller's luck, and for the collector it's a hard

way to educate himself. (And didn't we all learn it the hard way...??..:-)

I myself find it very useful keeping an eye on the 'market'. Nobody likes to

buy a piece of artwork, only to find out some time later that the same or a

similar piece could be bought for much less.

Hans Walther

hwalther@xs4all.nl

===============

  Wow!   What a great start to the new year for Celmail. I'm  really

relieved that the forum has been "resurrected".  I was starting  to worry

near the end of last year.  Thank you to all the contributors  (both

familiar and new) and especially to the Gremlin.   Re: Lack of interest in

animation art collecting.   It's great to see that I'm in good company. 

Many of the  responses to this subject I could swear I wrote myself.    One

thing I find different now from when I first started  collecting (around

1990) was the selection of production art available.   Like many, my main

interest was production cels and there seemed to be a lot of  them

available at many different price ranges  e.g. Scooby Doo and Pink  Panther

production cels for a hundred bucks or less (US) to a Bugs  Bunny signed by

Freleng or a Jones for $700 (including Grinch cels--those  were the days). 

Even without converting it to today's dollars, my point is  that there was

a lot to choose from for little money all the way up to "the  sky's the

limit" budget.   I wouldn't mind picking up a couple cels from more recent

productions (Dexter's Lab, anything from Warner Bros. [Tiny Toons,

Animaniacs,  Batman, etc.]) but, frankly I find them overpriced.  When you

consider the  rarity of them ("warehouses full of 'em"), I was not willing

to pay $300 and up  for them.  In my opinion, there really isn't allot of

quality production  pieces available that are reasonably priced (especially

for $500 or less).   I find the more expensive the piece is (over $1500),

the more reasonable the  price (not a contradiction when you consider the

image, rarity, popularity, what  else is available for the same price,

etc.)   So I can say that my "activity" level of animation art  collecting

has been waning (the last piece I bought was in 1998) due to the fact  that

I don't want what I can afford and can't afford what I really want (right

now).     I would like to add, however that my "interest" is still the

same.  I still enjoy the cels I own and I still enjoy browsing galleries

(both real-life and on-line).  

Regards, Floyd Fudge

*********************************

THE FOLLOWING ARE OFFERS TO SELL

ARTWORK BY CELMAIL MEMBERS:

*********************************

*********************************

Hello again.

Just another announcement for you vintage Warner Brothers animation fans.

This week we have placed 12 vintage works of art, drawn by Academy Award

Winning animator/director, Robert McKimson on our eBay auction site.  To

view and bid on these rare original cels, drawings and pencil models, just

go to our eBay site at:

http://cgi6.ebay.com/aw-cgi/eBayISAPI.dll?ViewListedItems&userid=gallery@thegrem

lin.com&include=0&since=-1&sort=2&rows=25

Thank You.

Debbi Grossfeld

Gremlin Animation

646 Richville Road

PO Box 1787

Manchester Center, Vermont  USA  05255-1787

Phone Toll Free - (877) GREMLIN in the US and Canada

Phone - (802) 362-4766  International

Fax - (802) 362-4745

e-mail - gallery@thegremlin.com

WWW - http://www.thegremlin.com

=================

Hello CELMAIL readers,

We've done some hunting through our diverse inventory and we're listing some

interesting stuff this week - also, it's tax time and that means we have to

DIG through everything to account for everything - so expect some really wild

and interesting art

being listed in CELMAIL in the upcoming weeks....Onto this week's postings:

1.MADELINE & MISS CLAVEL (Madeline - DIC) Rare multi-cel set-up of Madeline

and Miss Clavel walking along. Comes with a laser

color copy background from the show.  Both characters are profile images and

full-figure.  Art from this series is virtually

not available and now very hard to find.  Production cel.  Comes with

studio seal.  $250

2.AEON FLUX - Rare production cel of the main female character.  Thigh-up

image of her holding a weapon.  Production cel

signed by the show's creator, Peter Chung.  Very tough to find!  $350

3. MR. PEABODY & SHERMAN (Jay Ward Productions) The classic limited edition

featuring Sherman and Mr. Peabody standing

in front of the "Wayback Machine".  Both characters are full-figure of

course. In original Jay Ward Productions mat and

signed by Jay Ward.  These have been really tough to find as of late...we

haven't seen much

Jay Ward signed stuff for quite awhile.  $895

4. RICK HUNTER & MAX STERLING (Macross) Mid-chest-up image of both of these

characters.  Matched production drawing

is stuck to the production cel.   $225

5.MOTOKO KUSANGI (Ghost in The Shell) Rare production cel of the Major.  

Comes with

matched production drawing.  These have become difficult to find as of late.  

Waist-up image of her

hooked up to wires....and yes, it has been US and only US putting these on

e-bay.  Stop battling the

auction hassle and buy it outright from us direct (especially without

possibly paying more...yikes)!  $60

6. KEI & YURI  (Dirty Pair) Absolutely gorgeous set-up of both characters in

profile, mid-waist-up images (Kei is fairly large),

holding their weapons.  One of the nicest (if NOT the nicest by the way)

we've seen.  Production cel set-up.

$285

7.GLEEP (Herculoids - Hanna Barbera) Waist (if you want to say Gleep actually

has one...)-up production drawing

of Gleep.  Tough to find!  Done in graphite and blue pencil.  Only $35!

8. IGOO (Herculoids - Hanna Barbera) Huge close-up waist-up production

drawing of Igoo!  Really LARGE image of him!

Done in graphite and blue pencil.  Only $35!

9. SPACE GHOST (Hanna Barbera) Large waist-up image of him ready for action!  

Production drawing done in graphite and blue

pencil.  Images of him aren't exactly growing off the apple trees.  $50

10.JAYCE (Space Ghost- Hanna Barbera) Multi-cel set-up of Jayce relaxing on a

hammock.  Production multi-cel

set-up.  Full-figure image of him.  $150

11.COUNT CHOCULA & FRANKENBERRY (General Mills cereal commercial - circa

1970's)  Nicely hand-inked production cel

featuring both characters (full-figure) playing basketball.  Comes with

matched production drawing. $170

12. TONY THE TIGER (Frosted Flakes commercial - circa 1980's) Fun image of

Tony roaring "Grrrreat!".  Chest-up

image.  Production cel with matched production drawing.  Only $75!

13. SUGAR BEAR W/KIDS (Super Sugar Crisp cereal commercial - circa late

1970's-early 80's) Nicely hand-inked

image of the the super cool bear (full-figure image) twirling around a box on

his finger while relaxing on a trampoline

held by 13 kids!  Comes with matched production drawings too!  Only $95

As always, if you're interested in seeing scans, faxes, or photocopies of the

above images then just

email us with either your email address, fax number, or mailing address and

we'll get images to

you ASAP!

Enjoy your week and hope to see some of you at Ohaycon! (Ps - if you're going

to be there - CALL us so

we bring whatever you'd like to see!)

Dan and Mary Anne Ergezi  (ArtToonsart@aol.com)

Art-Toons       Since 1990              Love Cartoons?!  Contact Art-Toons!!

PO Box 670600

Northfield, OH 44067    USA

1(888) 468-2655 toll free

1(330) 468-2655 phone

1(330) 468-2644 fax

ArtToonsart@aol.com

We'll be at Ohayacon (Ohio's FIRST anime show!) in January in Cleveland!  

Click below to get details!

<http://www.ohayocon.com>http://www.ohayocon.com

 ================

Interested in a fun Valentine's Day gift?  Check out this PIGLET drawing

holding a giant heart that reads "Happy Valentinz Pooh" on it!  Starting bid

$52 with a reasonable reserve on ebay item #543541671, auction ends early

Tuesday, January 23rd:     

http://cgi3.ebay.com/aw-cgi/eBayISAPI.dll?ViewListedItems&userid=art-toons

Thanks!  Mary Anne Ergezi

Art-Toons

==============

Art for sale:

1. Peter Ellenshaw's Cinderella's Grand Arrival ltd. ed.canvas is $1450.

2. Peter Ellenshaw's Winnie the Pooh Christmas ltd. ed. canvas is $700.

3. Peter Ellenshaw's Winter in the Wood ltd.ed.canvas is $1495. 4. Casa

Blanca (Here's looking at you, Kitty) is a ltd. ed. cel featuring Bugs

and Penelope in her first speaking role is $650. 5. Wishing Well is a

ltd. ed. Snow White piece hand painted cel for $3245.

6. Bella Notta classic Lady and the Tramp spaghetti scene is a ltd. ed. cel

for $5450.

7. Off to Bed is a Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs hand painted ltd. ed.

cel for $4900. All of these hard to find pieces are on sale through

Valentine's Day. Order one today and also receive free framing and

shipping. Visit our Web site at www.fascinationst.com. Please note all

the above pieces are the unframed sale price. If you have any questions

please email us at info@fascinationst.com, and for those hard to find

pieces call us at 1 800-883-6589. Thank you FSG.

--

Aaron LaPedis | Webmaster

Fascination St. Gallery

303.333.1592 | 1.800.883.6589

http://www.fascinationst.com

email celmaster@fascinationst.com

=====================

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>END OF FEED<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<

======================================================

                      CELMAIL INSERTION NOTICE

**If you wish to post a message to CELMAIL, send an e-mail message to

celmail@thegremlin.com.  The subject area MUST read as follows:

        New postings should read INSERT - NEW.

        Replies to postings should read INSERT - REPLY.  (Please include a

condensed portion of the posting that you are replying to.)

        All offers to sell art should read INSERT - SELL.

        All other inserts will be put in our Miscellaneous Postings.

**Any postings that offer to sell artwork MUST include your asking price,

as well as a description of the item and your name at the end of your

message.  Please DO NOT post the same items for sale more than once monthly.

**Any postings that offer to AUCTION artwork MUST include your description

of the item, location of the auction and your name at the end of your

message.  Please DO NOT post the same items to be auctioned more than once

monthly.

**If you wish to Un-Subscribe to CELMAIL, please e-mail

CELMAIL@thegremlin.com and insert UN-SUBCRIBE CELMAIL as your subject.

Please visit our website at http://www.thegremlin.com/CELMAILhome.html.

*CELMAIL is an electronic newsletter and the opinions voiced in our

newsletters are not necessarily those of our Moderator.

**All newsletters are posted without the intent of any form of malice.  All

rebuttals to postings will be allowed equal access to our members.  All

postings are edited only for compliance with our rules (and spelling).

